Cancer of the thyroid in children and adolescents.
Thyroid cancer is a rare but intriguing malignancy when it occurs in childhood and adolescence. In this retrospective study 58 young patients with thyroid cancer treated at the Rabin Medical Centre are presented. We found that thyroid carcinoma in children presented in a more advanced stage than in adults, and the incidence of regional metastases at the time of presentation is higher. Nevertheless, the biological behaviour of the tumour is more benign. We believe that near-total thyroidectomy is the treatment of choice in this age group for disease limited to the gland, and total thyroidectomy with perithyroidal neck dissection should be performed in patients with nodal disease. For follow-up, we recommend physical examination with measurement of thyroglobulin and TSH levels, ultrasound examination of the neck and chest radiography.